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Most people know that paper and gunpowder were invented in ancient 
China, but don’t realize that so were many other things we use today, from 
noodles to ketchup. The Chinese tried out different economic systems and 
invented the first paper money more than 1000 years ago. The compass was 
developed over many centuries.

Even more amazing is the fact that 25 centuries ago, they found natural 
gas and used bamboo to pipe it to villages, creating the sort of energy 
distribution system most people think of as a modern invention. They 
also invented toilet paper—although it was several centuries after toilets 
appeared! And while gunpowder was used for peaceful purposes such as the 
creation of fireworks, they later developed missiles too.

But Chinese creativity is not just a thing of the past. Video-sharing 
websites are copying the style of China’s Tiktok, social media platforms are 
trying to be like WeChat, and China has become the world leader in making 
solar panels, planting new forests, and creating electric cars.

Will you be inspired to write about Chinese inventors of the past? 
Or would you prefer to speculate on what new inventions might appear 
today or in the near future? Let your imagination soar!
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